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Foreword

It is with great pleasure that we present the
SDG Revised Indicator Book for Nepal, a
comprehensive resource aimed at tracking
and monitoring the progress of the Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs). This
book represents the collective efforts of the
National Planning Commission (NPC) and
various stakeholders involved in Nepal's
sustainable development journey.

In 2015, Nepal joined hands with 192 oth-
er member countries of the United Nations
(UN) in committing to the ambitious vision
of achieving the SDGs by 2030. As a signa-
tory to this global agreement, Nepal has
embraced the responsibility of advancing
the three pillars of sustainable develop-
ment: social, economic, and environmental.
The SDGs serve as guideposts for our de-
velopment trajectory, guiding us towards a
more inclusive, equitable, and sustainable
future for all Nepali citizen.

This SDG Revised Indicator Book holds
significant importance in our collective
pursuit of the SDGs. It serves as a reliable
and comprehensive repository of indicators
that allow us to measure progress, identify
gaps, and make informed decisions for tar-
geted interventions. The indicators includ-
ed in this book have been carefully select-
ed based on their relevance, availability of
data, and their ability to provide meaning-
ful insights into Nepal's progress towards
the SDGs.
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We recognize that monitoring progress is
a dynamic process that requires periodic
reviews and adjustments. With this under-
standing, the revised SDG Indicators for
Nepal is a product of continuous learning
and consultation with key stakeholders. It
builds upon the insights gained from the
previous seven years and aims to address
the challenges faced in tracking the SDGs
by providing an updated set of indicators
that are practical and aligned with our na-
tional context.

We extend our sincere gratitude to all the
individuals, organizations, and institutions
who contributed to the development of this
revised version. Their expertise, knowl-
edge, and dedication have been invaluable
in shaping this resource. We also appreciate
the commitment and efforts of the various
government agencies, local governments,
and development partners in collecting
and analyzing the data needed to populate
these indicators.

Achieving the SDGs requires collective ac-
tion, and we invite all levels of government,
non-governmental organizations, private
sectors, civil society, academia, and the in-
ternational community to join hands and
collaborate in accelerating the implementa-
tion of the SDGs in Nepal. Let us embrace
this opportunity to shape a better future for
our nation and leave no one behind.

Dr. Min Bahadur Shrestha
Vice-Chair
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Preface

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
represent a global commitment to promot-
ing peace, prosperity, and sustainable de-
velopment in all countries, with the princi-
ple of “leave no one behind.” As a member
country of the United Nations, Nepal has
expressed its dedication to achieving these
shared development goals.

The year 2015 holds significant importance
as two major events took place. First, Ne-
pal witnessed the historic proclamation of
a new federal, democratic republic consti-
tution. Second, the General Assembly of the
United Nations reached a crucial agreement
on the SDGs, with all 193 member countries
participating. It is gratifying to note that
Nepal’s constitution has incorporated a ma-
jor aspects of the SDGs.

The
(NPC) serves as Nepal’s apex authori-
ty in formulating periodic plans, coor-
dinating and monitoring development
policies and programs, and implement-
ing the SDGs. Starting from its 14th
Plan (2016/17-2018/19), Nepal began
incorporating SDG targets into its de-
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velopment plans. The current 15th Plan
(2019/20-2023/24) is fully aligned with
the SDGs and provides a clear roadmap
towards prosperity.

This revised version of the SDG indicators
highlights Nepal's targets and milestones
for 2019, 2022, 2025, and 2030. The monitor-
ing framework in this report has been re-
vised and updated based on available data.
The revised list of 301 SDG indicators will
be valuable for tracking progress at both the
federal and sub-national levels.

The NPC would like to express gratitude to
the former Vice Chair and all members of
the NPC, as well as Secretaries, Joint Sec-
retaries, and other officials from line min-
istries, NPC, and NSO who participated in
the consultation meetings, for their valu-
able inputs and coordination.

The NPC also acknowledges the generous
support of the UNDP Nepal office for their
technical and financial assistance in pre-
paring this revised document through the
“Accelerating Implementation of SDGs in
Nepal” project, hosted at the NPC.

Rt

Dr. Toya Narayan Gyawali
Secretary






SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS: REVISED INDIcAToORS (NN

@Ie of Contents

FOTEWOTAS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt ettt e st et e eas e st et e essess e b e essessensesasessensesseessensennas iii
PLOIACE. ..ottt ettt ettt e ettt e ettt e et e eas et et e eaeeasenenas v
Abbreviations and ACIOIIYINS ........c.cerriiierueieieieirireeeteee et eesee ix
1. INTRODUCTION 1
2. DEeraiLs oF REviseD SDG INDICATORS 4
REFERENCES 46

VI







SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS:

REVISED INDICATORS (N

Abbreviations and Acronyms

AHS
AIDS
BOD
CBS
cOo2
CPR
CRVC
DOHS
DOPM
DNA
EMIS
FCGO
FDI
FIES
EMIS
GBD
GDP
GFSI
GHG
GNI
GNDI
GPI
HDI
HDR
HDU
HIV
HMIS
HS
1ILO
IMIS
Kg
KWh
LDC
LPG
MDGs
MIS
MJ
MMR
MNIP
MOALD

Annual Household Survey

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
Board of Directors

Central Bureau of Statistics

Carbon Dioxide

Contraceptive Prevalence Rate

Civil Registration and Vital Statistics
Department of Health Services
Department of Prision Management
Deoxyribonucleic Acid

Education Management Information System
Financial Comptroller General Office
Foreign Direct Investment

Food Insecurity Experience Scale

Financial Management Information System
Global Burden of Disease

Gross Domestic Product

Global Food Safety Initiative

Green House Gas

Gross National Income

Gross National Disposable Income

Gender Parity Index

Human Development Index

Human Development Report

High Dependency Unit

Human Immunodeficiency Virus

Health Management Information System
Household Survey

International Labor Organization
Insurance Management Information System
Kilogram

Kilowatt Hour

Least Developed Countries

Liquefied Petroleum Gas

Millennium Development Goals
Management Information System

Mega Joule

Maternal Mortality Rate

Multisectoral National Immunization Programme

Ministry of Agricultural and Livestock Development
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MOCIT Ministry of Communications and Information Technology
MOCP Ministry of Cooperatives and Poverty Alleviation

MOCTCA  Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation

MOD Ministry of Defense

MOE Ministry of Education

MOEST Ministry of Education, Science and Technology

MOEWRI  Ministry of Energy, Water Resources and Irrigation MOF Ministry of Finance
MOFAGA  Ministry of Federal Affairs and General Administration
MOFE Ministry of Forest and Environment

MOGA Ministry of General Administration

MOHP Ministry of Health and Population

MOHA Ministry of Home Affairs

MOICS Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Supplies

MOLESS  Ministry of Labour, Employment and Social Security

MOLCP Ministry of Land Management, Cooperatives and Poverty Alleviation
MOLJPA  Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs

MOPE Ministry of Population and Environment

MOPIT Ministry of Physical Infrastructure and Transport

MOUD Ministry of Urban Development

MOWCSC  Ministry of Women, Children and Senior Citizen

MOWS Ministry of Water Supply

MWSS Ministry of Water Supply and Sanitation

MOYS Ministry of Youth and Sports

MPI Multidimensional Poverty Index

MW Megawatt

NARC National Agriculture Research Council

NCASC National Centre for AIDS and STD Control

NCDs Non-communicable Diseases

NDHS Nepal Demographic and Health Survey

NDRRMA  National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Authority

NEC Nepal Electricity Corporation
NER Net Enrolment Rate
NHA National Health Accounts

NHDR National Human Development Report
NHRC Nepal Health Research Council
NIDSMIS  National Identity Card Statistics Management Information System

NLFS Nepal Labour Force Survey

NLSS Nepal Living Standards Survey

NMICS Nepal Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey
NMR Neonatal Mortality Rate

NPC National Planning Commission

NPHC National Population and Housing Census
NRB Nepal Rastra Bank

NSCA National Sample Census of Agriculture
NSO National Statistics Office

NVC National Vigilence Centre




ODA
OECD
OPHI
OPMCM
OWG
PNC
PPP

PV

SCP
SDGs
SEE
SLCPs
STEPS
TB

TFR
TOE
TSA
USMR
UGC
UN
UNDESA
UNICEF
UNDP
USsD
WASH
WB
WEF
WHO
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Official Development Assistance

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
Oxford Poverty & Human Development Initiative

Office of the Prime Minister and Council of Ministers
Open Working Group

Purine Nucleotide Cycle

Purchasing Power Parity

Photovoltaic

Sustainable Consumption and Production

Sustainable Development Goals

Secondary Education Examination,

Short-Lived Climate Pollutants

STEPwise approach to Surveillance

Tuberculosis

Total Fertility Rate

Ton of Oil Equivalent

Tourism Satellite Account

Under-5 Mortality Rate

University Grant Commission

United Nations

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
United Nations International Children’s Education Fund
United Nations Development Programme

United States Dollar

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

World Bank

World Economic Forum

World Health Organization
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|. Introduction

The global development agenda shifted
towards sustainable development in 1987
following the submission of the Brundtland
Commission’s Report on Our Common
Future to UN. This report introduced the
concept of sustainable development and
emphasized its significance in our develop-
mental efforts. Recognizing its importance,
Nepal also incorporated sustainable devel-
opment as one of its objectives in the Eighth
Plan (1992-1997), marking a significant
milestone in the country’s planning history.

In 2000, a historic moment occurred at the
United Nations General Assembly when
189 member states agreed to implement the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
from January 2001 to December 2015. The
successful implementation of the MDGs
resulted in significant progress towards
their targets. Building upon this success,
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
were formally discussed for the first time at
the United Nations Conference on Sustain-
able Development in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
in June 2012 (Rio+20), and later at the UN
General Assembly in September 2014.

As the MDGs were nearing their deadline,
the UN Open Working Group (OWG) for
SDGs proposed a set of 17 SDGs with 169
targets for the period of 2016 to 2030. These
SDGs now serve as the globally agreed-up-
on common development agenda for the
well-being of the planet, its people, and

their prosperity. Building upon the MDGs,
the SDGs address a broader range of rights-
based sustainable development issues and
encompass 232 global indicators that have
been suggested to measure and track prog-
ress. The Sustainable Development Agenda
rests upon three pillars: economic, social,
and environmental aspects.

However, for a least developed country like
Nepal, there are several challenges related
to the goals, targets, and indicators of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
Some of the targets set for certain SDGs are
highly ambitious, such as eradicating all
types of poverty, achieving zero hunger
and malnutrition, reducing child mortali-
ty, eliminating gender discrimination, and
ensuring access to safe water, sanitation,
and modern energy. Adaptation of these
targets to the country’s specific context is
necessary, and additional targets may be
required to address Nepal's unique circum-
stances.

Furthermore, some SDG targets may be
less relevant or insufficient for Nepal, and
new indicators need to be identified to ad-
dress the country’s specific SDG issues. For
instance, in SDG 5 (gender equality), tar-
gets related to Chhaupadi (untouchability
during menstruation) hold more signifi-
cance in Nepal than other harmful practices
mentioned in the global list of targets. Ad-
ditionally, certain SDG targets rely heavily

REVISED INDICATORS (N
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on market mechanisms rather than state
interventions, and they may not be as effec-
tive in Nepal's context.

It should be noted that SDG 14, which per-
tains to Oceans, Seas, and Marine Resourc-
es, is not directly relevant to a landlocked
country like Nepal. However, protecting
water resources can be considered a goal for
Nepal, and corresponding indicators can
be included accordingly. Similarly, SDG
10 (Reducing Inequality among Countries)
and SDG 12 (Sustainable Consumption and
Production Patterns) depend on the activi-
ties of other countries as well. On the other
hand, SDG 13 (Combating Climate Change)
is highly relevant for Nepal, as the country
is particularly vulnerable to climate change.

Moreover, there are instances of overlap-
ping goals and targets, leading to dupli-
cations in global indicators. Despite these
challenges, the global indicators must be
retained for the purpose of global compari-
son. At the same time, additional indicators
need to be identified to address Nepal's
specific national context. It is crucial to
disaggregate SDG indicators, where appli-
cable, based on income, gender, age, race,
ethnicity, migratory status, disability, and
geographic location. This disaggregation
helps monitor progress and achievements
in various dimensions.

In the earlier SDG Roadmap 2016-2030
document published by the National Plan-
ning Commission, the SDG indicators were
based on sectoral data from the 15th Plan of
the government, administrative data from
government agencies, and publications by
non-governmental organizations. In some
cases, international sources were referred
to when national data were unavailable,

particularly for indicators related to gover-
nance. The National Planning Commission
(NPC) was considered the most authorita-
tive source in cases of data discrepancy.

There are 232 (after deduction duplications)
Global SDG Indicators to track the progress
of SDG. However, Nepal add 247 addition-
al indicators making it 479 total SDG Indi-
cators to track the SDG progress. However,
after implementing the SDGs for 7 years,
it was realized that some of the SDG indi-
cators added for Nepal were not useful for
tracking progress due to data unavailabili-
ty. To address this issue, the NPC decided
to revise the SDG indicators to make them
more realistic and effective for reporting
progress. The revised version of the SDG
indicators is the outcome of learnings from
the past 7 years and consultations with var-
ious stakeholders. In the revised SDG Indi-
cators, it has been reduced to 301 national
indicators. Further, the indicator code has
been added in this document. Following
the UN system of coding, the “c”
the global indicator and “n” denotes the na-
tional indicator.

denotes

During the revision process, the following
steps were followed:

1. Conducted various workshops involv-
ing stakeholders from various govern-
ment ministries and agencies to discuss
and revise the SDG indicators.

2. The revision works were finalized and
endorsed by the SDG Thematic Com-
mittee in a meeting,.

3. The SDGs Steering Committee chaired
by Rt. Hon. Priminister has decided the
number of SDGs indicator having data
reduced to 301.
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In the revision process, the following ac- * Updated sources and time durations
tions were taken: for some indicator values.

* No revisions were made to the target
*  Revised and updated indicators includ- values of the indicators.

ed in the SDGs Status and Roadmap
2016-2030 document based on periodic This revised version of the SDG indicators

reports and evaluations. provides Nepal's SDG status and mile-
e Removed some indicators and added a stones for 2019, 2022, 2025, and 2030. The
few new indicators. monitoring framework in this report has
* Included only one target for indicators been revised and updated based on the
with duplication. availability of data. The revised list of 301
* Revised the forms of disaggregation for SDG indicators will be useful for tracking
some indicators. progress on SDGs at both the federal and

sub-national levels.
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